A Little Community
The Great War showed all the potential coflictuality and ethnic complexity of Central-Eastern Europe and especially of the Balkan regions. Then, many issues became known to international diplomacy and public opinion, which had followed all the evolution of the Eastern Question and the decline of the Ottoman Empire. But at the end of the First World War, when many populations built their own national identity and connected it to the creation of a State, not all the groups of the Balkans could follow such a path. It was not the case of the Latin communities that had inhabited the region for long, long times, since the era of Roman colonization.
These groups were often connected with the ancient Roman colonies and while many passages of their history remained obscure, they were gradually absorbed by the larger nations surrounding them. Their extinction was retarded only by "the natural increase of the hill population, the Turkish conquest and the slow advance of education and trade have all been causes that have retarded their extinction" (Wace, Thompson, 1914) . 1 Vlahs or Aromanians were known also with different denominations: besides the variations as armâni, rămâni, rămăni, remeni, other denominations are tsintsari, ţinţari, kutsovlahi, mavrovlahi, Macedoromanians, Megleniţi; in Greece, they could be divided in grămusteni, pindeni, fărşeroţi, in Albania in caţaoni, caţani, căciăuni, cara-caţanii or saracacianii. In spite of their different names, they were often identified with the Balkan communities speaking a romance language deriving from Latin. These communities were settled in different parts of the Balkans, from Istria and Timok valley in the north to the regions on the Pindos mountains -which are placed between Albania, Greece and)Macedonia -their ridges and the surrounding plains in Epirus, Thessaly and Macedonia, the Vermion mountains and Mount Olympus. 2 They had left historical signs in Regnum Bulgarorum et Valachorum (XII century), during the rule of Asans (XII-XIII centuries), in the times of the crusades and later under Ottoman yoke. Even if they were often connected with the traditional activity of nomad sheep-breeding, the latter was not their exclusive occupation and many Vlachs were involved in other activities, in selling alchoolics and were greatly impressed by the trade between the Occident and Orient, especially in the city of Moscopole, which became one of the most important and prosperous cities along the Via Egnatia, until it was sacked and pillaged by Ali Pasha at the end of XVIII century.
Although it seems quite difficult to deal with the Aromanians as a whole -for the different dialects, the lack of ties among them, the different historical destiny... -it could be interesting to deepen the study of the communities of Pindus and Epirus in their historical dimension, especially between XIX and XX centuries. At that time, in fact, also Aromanians began to show a certain level of national consciousness as they expressed precise cultural and political shapes, which could be considered in the perspective of a national revival. Throughout the centuries, Aromanians proved to be like chamaleons, les caméléons des Balkans (I. Nicolau, 1993) , and were thus assimilated by the other communities of the Balkans, maintaining their special features but softening them and often replacing them with others. It happened expecially in reference with the Greek language and culture. Vlahs were subjected to a long and gradual process of Hellenization, as a consequence of religious communance, of language assimilation, of commercial relations and sometimes also because of special policies pursued by Greeks 
Between Romania and Greece
The split between the different political choices increased with the consolidation of respective nationalisms, throughout the XIX century. At the Congress of Berlin, for example, while the pro-Greek factions sustained the concession of Thesalia to Greece, others opposed this choice and opted to remain under the Ottoman rule with the Aromanians of Epirus and Macedonia.
This was a consequence not only of blood kinship but also of the policies developed by Romania.
At the Congress of 1878, Bucharest decided to catch the sympathy of Aromanians, which were considered part of the same nation, as they were the heirs of the Roman colonists exactly as
Romanians as far as to the North of Danube.
At that time, Greece and Romania had already started a political and cultural battle to take Aromanians under their influence. Since 1860's, this battle was fought with the foundation of schools and associations and, after Berlin, it became also a question of international relationships.
In spite of the strong impact of Greek policy and the effects of secular Hellenization, however, the connection with Romania became a topic and could not be refused. In fact, Romania discovered her national identity thanks to her Latin legacy and this point naturally made of Berea who was murdered on his way to the church and whole villages. Avdela, a center of pro-Romanian sentiment near Bitola, fell victim of many attacks between the summer and October 1905. 6 Even if it was not as widespread as other national movements, Vlach national identity in the Ottoman Empire was encouraged by the irade which founded the Ullah millet.
In facts, Aromanians élites developed the identity of their people and, supported by their linguistic relatives in Romania, chose Bucharest as a patron against the oppressing Greek influence. At the beginning of the XX century there were more 100 churches and schools for the Aromanians.
The guerrilla in the Balkans, after 1905, was accompanied by anti-Greek demonstrations in Bucharest and by a serious break between the States of Romania and Greece.
Romania accused the Greek authorities of connivance with the armed bands, broke the relationships with Athens and expelled Greeks from Romania.
The Age of Wars
Many documents recently collected by Romanian historiography proved to be very meaningful to describe how Romanian authorities received news from those regions where Aromanians were fiercely facing Greek aggressivity and discrimination.
This situation was followed also by Italian diplomacy, as it was showed by many documents sent by Italian consuls in Ianina. Italians described the conflict that opposed Greeks and 7 In the first years of the XX century the Vlach question was very popular and had a special place in Romanian public debates and in cultural circles, as part of the wider Balkan question.
Besides the activity of the schools, another subject which gave birth to harsh controversies was the development of Aromenian churches or, at least, the claiming about the functions to be held in Romanian language. All these efforts brought about the strong refusal of Greek authorities and the violent reaction of Greek bands, which led many attacks against Aromanians, like that of May 1906, when 60 families moving from Grebena to Avdela with the escort of some Turkish soldiers were assaulted. In that occasion, which was described also in Italian Greek bands which were afflicting Aromanians and weakening her international imagine.
The end of the diplomatic crisis with Greece was soon followed by other episodes of violence which exacerbated Romanian public opinion and caused another wave of accusations against the government, which was guilty of having negotiated the fate of other Romanians.
In this situation, many articles accused the government's inactivity and the lack of a serious protest against Greece and the Sultan, who could be pressed until concrete intervention in The Romanian position was sustained by Vienna and so the Austrian ambassador pressed on Sir Eduard Grey to intervene without leaving the matter purely in the hands of Greece and Romania. Austria-Hungary proposed to add to Sir Earl Grey's points a reference to the possibility for Romania to safeguard the interests and the rights of the Kutzo-Vlachs in Epire. 9 An exchange of notes between England and Austria followed until the final acceptance of an amendment stating: Greek propaganda, pressures and abuses. Aromanians even arrived at creating national armed bands against those sent by Greeks to terrorize the region and this resistance was considered almost incredible by Italians, due to the peaceful and calm traditions of the Vlachs. It was also noted that many Vlachs enlisted in the Romanian army staying in Moldova asked to be sent back to the Balkans to fight for the security of their lands.
Conclusions. In Search of Protection
Italians were sure that all Aromanians believed their origin was different from the one of the surrounding populations. Moreover, a particular feature to take into consideration was the particular economic situation of those shepherds who periodically migrate and had thus become matter of study because they kept high the economy of sheep-grazing, dairy, weaving and tanning -"la principale industria valacca della pastorizia e quelle altre che ne derivano (caseificio, tessitura, conciatura etc.)." Trying to conquer the sympathies of those communities, the Italians thought that the strategy to follow was that of sponsoring the birth and increase of local 
